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The Civil War and racial hostility in the USA.

Atlanta is the main city in Georgia. For a few hundreds of years ago, there was not many "free" black people living in Georgia, and many other states in the south. They were mostly "owned" by several slave owners. The slave owners could treat their slaves just the way they wanted. The slaves had to follow the slave owner's orders. If not, the slave owner could beat the slave. 

However there was an election in the US, and when Mr. Abraham Lincoln was elected president many states, including Georgia, wanted to break free from the union. Abraham Lincoln was against the slavery. The north had had slaves before. But now they had established industries and factories. They had no need for slaves, and thought that the south should quit the slavery, and let the slaves go free. The slave owners saw this as a great treat, of course. In the south there was big cotton fields, where the slaves had to work. The north also wanted custom taxes, for the imported goods and products, coming from GB. And back to the split of the union. 

The north didn't want the south to break free. The southern states were afraid to loose the slavery, and the civil war broke out. The north was well prepared, with weapons, ammunition and of course, they had the army. They looked much more powerful than the south. But the southern state's army, consisted of almost every men in the south. So they were not that easy to defeat.

Many men died during the civil war. The north won, but the country had suffered allot.

Abraham Lincoln was later murdered. But the important thing was that the slavery had stopped. But the discrimination of the black people didn't stop. There were still separated toilets, water fountains, restaurants and even separated parking lots.

After many years several civil rights movements started. One had Martin Luther King Jr. as their leader. Others were for example the Black Panthers, with Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale as leaders and founders.

They all fought for equal rights for both the black and white people. They wanted their children to grow up in a society where they could play and talk to white and black people. Where they could sit in the same restaurant or sit where ever they wanted on the bus.

Martin Luther King Jr. led strikes, boycotts and protest marches without violent actions.

The Black Panthers was more military against the government.

Martin Luther King Jr. was stabbed and beaten several times and even his house was bombed.

He received the Nobel Peace Prize, and only a few years after, he was murdered.

Nowadays there are no separated zones, for black and white. But there are still people who discriminate people only because of the color of their skin. Many black citizens in the US live very poor, some without water and food for the day.        
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